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pany declined to follow my suggestion and advice in this respect, and 
those that were delayed until the arrival of the Atlas vessel, as well as 
others, becoming frightened, determined to sail by this ship. I appre- 
hended that this might be a source of danger, and I further considered 
that in view of the energetic measures which I had taken in behalf of 
the health department of this Government, resulting in my own illness 
and jeopardy of my life, the health department could do no less than 
sustain me in my official position in any action which I considered it 
proper to take in their behalf. 

I have thought it not only proper because of the circumstances, but 
highly desirable in order to impress this large corporation, confident of 
their own power, that they could not openly defy the American consu- 
late, to quarantine this vessel, and I therefore sought an interview with 
the Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital Service, and requested him, 
if possible, to place the quarantine, if not upon the vessel, at least upon 
the passengers arriving here to-morrow morning. He indicated a sym- 
pathy with my request, but was rather doubtful of the precise length to 
which he might go in furtherance of it. I am satisfied, however, from 
his statement to me, that he will do all that can be done in that direction. 
I trust that the steps taken will meet my wishes, because in matters of 
so great importance it is certainly essential that two different branches 
of the Government should sustain each other. Otherwise there is lack- 
ing that cooperation which brings success, and the absence of which 
impresses those desirous of evading the law with the feeling that they 
may pursue their own course with impunity. 

I have instructed Mr. Mosher, who is acting during my leave, to keep 
the Department and myself fully advised of any developments of the 
disease, though I feel satisfied the immediate danger is past, or has 
subsided. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Louis A. Dent, 
United States Consul, Kingston, Jamaica. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

japan. 

Dysentery in Japan. 

Yokohama, October 20, 1897. 
Sir : I regret to be unable to forward my regular report of infectious 
disease in Japan by the present mail. I have the honor, however, to 
notify you that the epidemic of dysentery is diminishing in severity 
rapidly. The official returns show, that from the beginning of the 
year up to October 18, the number of cases of this disease was 74,992, 
and the deaths from the same, 17,591, a mortality of 23.45 per cent. 

The death rate of the epidemic dysentery of Japan has been remarka- 
bly uniform since the first appearance of the disease in the country, 
some ten years ago, being always, so far as I have been able to ascer- 
tain, in the neighborhood of 25 per cent. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Bldridge, M. D. 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 



